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While discussing other mailers will. J. Lee Rankin of the Prcsidcnt's^L^Yll 
Commission on M;in:h 1G, 1004, Mr. Rankin Drought trp Uic mailer of an inderreu- 
dent examination of the rifle shift which was found on the stretcher which 1 ' ‘ 

Drocirlmil 1 ^ Mnitn/lul,. I I - ♦ .. 111^.11 
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President Kennedy s Iwdy was on in Dallas, as well as Uillct fragments found 
m the President's body during the autopsy at the U. S. Naval Hospital at Bethesda> o,' 

t * • [ j * . j , '■* ' 

Mr. Rankin advised the Commission cerlainly relied on Iho examination 
conducted by the Bureau Laboratory; however, there was strong feel ing in Uic 
o UU n a " UltlC 1 |,0,,dt; " t lamination would be advantageous because of ' 

finn Of i l i IC | U ? IUl h;u J eo " lIucled Llie principal investigation into the assasaina 
Hon of the President as well as having handled the Laburnlory examinations 

imt WaS : 1 lW:irc ul l,u ' POSWi'jUily of a difference of opinion on the 

I 11 '" 0U ; ,ldc ‘• xa " u,K ‘ r but nevertheless Uicy felt Uus independent examination 
necessai y. lie indicated lie would request the Bureau to handle' the delivery of 
the rifle, bullet and bullet fragments to an independent examiner. 

Mr. Rankin was advised that a letter had been prepared by llie Bureau 
and sent to the Commission on March 13, concerning this mailer, expressing the 
Bureau s views concerning Uus procedure. .Mr. Rankin advised he had not seen 
the letter as yet; however, it was the desire of the Chief Justice for the Bureau to 
mamUiin as much control over items of an evidentiary nature as possible lo make 
ccrU.in hey were, ml lost, it was suggested lo Mr. Rankin Unit prior to making 
any filial decision as to the procedure to lie utilized lie might desire to review the 
Bureau's Idler which thoroughly outlined the Bureau's position and Mr. Rankin 
advised .ie would do so. TRe Bureau's position as outlined in the letter of March 13 
is that any material lo be examined by an independent examiner should be delivered* 
to the Commission by the Bureau and Iho Commission make all necessary 
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Arra ngemen ts for handling the delivery of the material to the Independent examiner. 

, J d. M t'O- ?/.f ) V/NRS 
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vlcmo tu Mr. Ik'lmunt from A. Koson 
tie: Assassination of the President 

Mr. Widens staled dial probably Lite firs l of ne.\f wed; or shortly 
hereafter teams of attorney:; assigned to tin; Commissiim skiff would be going 
o Dallas, Texas, lo lake fli.*|mst( iuu;> I mm a number of witnesses regarding 
arious aspects of the over-all investigation. lie advised situations may arise 
vherc the Commission represeulalives would need assistance from our Dallas 
)ff ice and inquired as to the names of individuals who could lie contacted by 
uembers of the Commission staff. Mr. Willem; was furnished Lho names of 
he SAC and ASAC and was told that any requests of the Dallas Office should 
<C handled through them. Appropriate instructions are being issued lo the 
Dallas Office relative to handling contacts by representatives of the Commission 




The foregoing is submitted for information 
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